	SPANISH FLAT WATER DIST.
RATE INCREASE PUBLIC MEETING
MINUTES OF THE MEETING
MARCH 30, 2023

	Directors Present
	Public Present
	Staff Present

	Wesley Plunkett
Sandra Barta
Cheryl Bean

	Mike Cooper
Mac Bean
Gerry Cooper
John Dahl
Debbie Plunkett
Craig C Morton

	Steve Silva
Paul Quarneri
Ruthann Miller

	MEETING CALLED TO ORDER: 6:04 pm

Wesley Plunkett: cost to maintain operations are rising and income has gone down.

Paul Quarneri: concurred with Wesley about customer loss, stating the biggest loss for the district is the loss of Spanish Flat Mobile Villa. In 2021 the water district was losing approximately $6,800.00 a month and currently, in 2023 we are still losing approximately $2,100.00 a month. California operation costs have gone up 54% since 2017 and are currently $24,000 annually. 

Public: “Can we protest California state wastewater pond fee?”

Wesley Plunkett: that’s a good idea and we will look into protesting the fee.

Paul Quarneri: testing the water and sewer has gone up 35%, and utilities have gone up 37% over the last 5 or 6 years. The bank account currently has less than $30,000 in available funds.

Public: multiple people agree that costs have gone up significantly for themselves personally as well.

Paul Quarneri: A 20% rate increase honestly doesn’t cover all operating expenses. He’d like to revisit another rate increase in 2 or 3 years.

Craig Morton: It seems necessary to have an annual 5% rate increase every year.

Public: agree to the proposed annual 5% rate increase to have a steady increase instead of a large increase.

Wesley Plunkett: Annual increases may be necessary, and we will consider that going forward. He added if we have an unexpected major issue the district would have to take out a loan to cover the costs.

Paul Quarneri: we need to have some money in our savings as we currently have a lot of deferred maintenance. 

Steve Silva: Can we stipulate a 5% annual increase for 5 years without an annual public meeting?

Public: if the water district is asking for money, they should send out flyers about where the money is going and spent.

Wesley Plunkett: reiterates that the public is always welcome to come to the board meetings.

Cheryl Bean: This water district belongs to the customers it serves.

Paul Quarneri: I too have no house on my property but I still have to pay a monthly bill.

Wesley Plunkett: For this meeting, we only received one letter of protest. On the next board meeting agenda, we will discuss a resolution for an annual rate increase.

Meeting Adjourned: 6:30 pm
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